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Your UNA Officers
President
Leslie Harvey 687-2082
leslieharvey@sbcglobal.net

Vice-President
Paul Oberg 687-0949
chancyo@att.net

Treasurer
Lynn Wasinger 618-4945
dalyntra@yahoo.com

Secretary
Ray Racobs          612-0754
raylynda.racobs@att.net 

Director of Communications
Lori Lawrence 688-1484
lorilawrence@cox.net

Uptown boundaries
Central, Douglas,Grove and Hillside
If you live, work or own property in
Uptown, you are a member!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Nov 1, 8 a.m.  District One
Coalition Breakfast at Ryan’s
Steakhouse

Nov 3, 6:30 p.m. District Advisory
Board meeting at Atwater Center, 
2755 E. 19th  St. (at Volutsia)

Nov. 6, 7:00 p.m.  Board meeting
and discussion of motion to start an
Uptown Emergency Loan Program

December 4, Uptown Annual
Holiday Dinner

January 8, 2009, Fire Station 5
Firefighters and their boss Fire
Chief Ron Blackwell

October Uptown Minutes
All officers present, Leslie Harvey called the meeting to order at 7:07. 

Guests: Judge Bruce Brown and several Firemen from Station Five.    
Paul Oberg moved to approve the minutes from the September

Newsletter, seconded by Lynn Wasinger.    
Treasurer's Report:   Beginning Balance: $2,940.73. 

Credits:  Halloween donation $30.00.  Debits:  $330.00 for Halloween Party.
Ending Balance: $2,640.73.    

Police Report:  Officers Ryan and Little came.  Officer Ryan told us that
9-1-1 is contracted to Sedgwick County by the City, so if you feel your call isn't
being dealt with properly ask to speak to the next person up the chain of command
or a supervisor. Noise can be reported any time of day not just between 10PM to
7AM . Crime in the Neighborhood was fairly quiet.    

Judge Brown gave a very interesting and informative talk on Domestic
Violence and answered questions from the audience.    

Election:  Since the Slate of officers was unopposed a motion was made
to accept it as it stood. The motion passed unanimously.  President Leslie Harvey,
Vice-President, Paul Oberg, Secretary, Ray Racobs, Treasurer, Lynn Wasinger,
Director of Communications, Lori Lawrence.    

Old Business:  Central NE Area Council of Neighborhood Associations
are thinking of ways to bring more businesses back to the Central Avenue area.
The gate to Mary's is finished and ready for the Halloween Party. Mary still needs
donations of candy and/or money, also still looking for 
volunteers. Lynn Wasinger has contacted East High School for volunteers too.
The house at 1st and Poplar has been demolished, and the lot cleared.    

New Business:  Uptown is talking to Angie Franklin with Communities
United Credit Union about possibly starting an Emergency Loan Program for
Uptown, so our residents won't get caught up in the Pay Day Loan companies.
Park clean-up for Halloween is Sunday October 26th at 1:00PM .    Send newslet-
ter articles to Lori Lawrence the first week of each month.  

Next UNA meeting November 6th 7:00PM at College Hill United
Methodist Church . District One Advisory Board meeting November 3rd, 6:30 at
the Atwater Center . District One breakfast November 1st, 8:00AM at Ryan's on
Rock Road .    

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 by Lynn Wasinger, seconded by Pat Lipper.
~Margaret Hyden

Youth Debate Team

The NAACP is sponsoring a Debate Team that meets on Sundays at 4 pm.
Students age 9 and up are involved in this group. They meet at Interfaith
Ministries, 829 N. Market.  If your child would like to join you can just show up
and get involved.  If you have questions call Kevin Miles at 655-9282.
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UPTOWN TRASH

Last June the Uptown Neighborhood Association
announced Trash service for only $45 for 3 months!
If you want to add bi-weekly recycling it is only $6 every
3 months.  An additional cart is only $18.50 for 3 months
too.  If you are disabled and cannot bring your cart out to
the street, house-side service is available. For $5 per
month or $15 for 3 months you can have them carry out
your cart and then return it to your house if you are not
physically able to do this.  Anyone that has Residential
service can take advantage of these rates.  That includes
any businesses within our boundaries.

They require 90% of the neighborhood to 
participate by June 2009. This includes all properties,
owner occupied and rental.  If you want this rate to 
continue, tell all your neighbors to call Lies Trash
Service today at 522-1699.  If you rent, tell your
landlord so s/he can get the rate.  If you are already a Lies
customer, simply call them and ask for the Uptown rate
and that will be the charge on your next bill.  Call
TODAY!
~Lori

I hope everyone is not having any problems with
Lies Trash anymore.  If you do, be sure to call it in to
Dinah or Del so they can resolve it.

I’m noticing on Wednesday mornings that we are
getting a large part of Uptown signed up.  That is 
fantastic!  Of course, I don’t go down each block so I
can’t check to be sure everyone is on board.  If you see
that your neighbors aren’t signed up, please give them a
copy of the article above so they don’t miss out. Uptown
is counting on at least 90% of the neighborhood to use
this service.  We have until next June to make it happen.
I do not know what will happen to us if we DON’T get
90%!  Let’s not take the chance that our rates will go up!

I’m proud to say that 95% (with one lone hold
out) of my block is with Lies now.  If you see someone
who isn’t, please let them know.  If you have the number
for any of the landlords that rent their houses nearby, give
them a call and the number to Lies so they can sign up.  If
you see them put up a For Rent sign, call that number so
they can get the service for their next tenant at the
reduced rate.  

We all have to work together to make this a 
success.  Our neighbors and our streets will be grateful!

UPTOWN BASURA

En colaboración con la Associación de Vecinos
Uptown, usted puede obtener un precio bajo para cargar
el basura de su domicilio cada mes por solo $45 / 3
meses.  Este servicio barrato (yo estoy pagando $57 por
el mismo servicio ahora) que provenga LIES Trash

Service, 522-1699, requiere la participación de 90% de
los vecinos de UPTOWN.  Necesitamos que llamen todos
por telefono para cambiar su servicio de recoger basura-
o, si ya tiene servicio con LIES, anuncie su deseo de par-
ticipar con UPTOWN para conseguir el precio bajo-cuan-
to antes.  Todos son elegibles.  Si alquile su casa, llame al
dueño para que consigue este tarifa tan bajo.

Si cambie el servicio de basura que tiene ahora a
LIES, no olvide cancelar su servicio viejo.  Llamele a
LIES hoy dia!  522-1699 (Es muy posible que ellos de la
oficína no hablan español,  pero son familiares con esta
oferta).

Nota:  Puede añadir el reciclismo cada dos sem-
anas por solo $2 por mes, o $6 / 3 meses.

Vice-Présidente de UNA, Paul Oberg, 687-0949.

Prairie Land Food in Uptown

You have the key to stretch your food
dollars…sign up for Prairie Land Food today!!

Prairie Land Food accepts payments of cash,
checks and the Vision Card at all locations, and now
through our WEB SITE ORDER FORM you can also pay
by Debit Card or Bank Draft.  To order on line go to our
web site www.prairielandfood.com.  College Hill
Methodist is not one of the pick up sites and you can pay
for your food in the office anytime.  Contact Leslie
Harvey for more information at 305-5240.

There are NO INCOME guidelines needed or
asked for. Prairie Land Food is for EVERYONE!! The
only qualification is helping others, something most of us
do everyday! Volunteer for 4-H, church choir, teach
Sunday School, take a walk and pick up trash, say a
prayer for others. Convert your family’s volunteer time
into a tangible reward - groceries, provided by Prairie
Land Food, at a discount.

From Officer Ryan,

I have had an unusually large number of calls
lately about loud noise (music, barking dogs, etc.) It is a
violation of city ordinance between the hours of 10 pm
and 7 am.  To handle it properly, always give the person
a chance to correct the problem first.  You can do this by
personally contacting the person.  If you do not feel 
comfortable, then call 911 and ask the police to go by and
ask them.  Ask the officer to give you a case # and to put
in the case if they witnessed the loud sound.  If the 
problem is not fixed by the police talking to them, you
will have that case # if you later choose to file a 
complaint for court.  It is very important to have that
Officer put in his report that he independently witnessed
the sound / noise violation.  This makes the case much
easier to prove in court.
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If you have pets, read this!
Pets Evacuation and Transportation 
Standards Act of 2006
Citation: Public Law 109–308 (2006) 
Citation: 2006 120 STAT. 1725 
Summary:   

(Derived from the U.S. House press release) The
destructive force of Hurricane Katrina exposed many
flaws in our nation’s emergency preparedness programs.
One easily correctible issue that has come to light is that
many of our city and state authorities’ disaster plans do
not take into account how to rescue the portion of the
population who are pet owners. In order to qualify for
Federal Emergency Management Agency funding, a city
or state is required to submit a plan detailing its disaster
preparedness program. The PETS Act would simply
require that the State and local emergency preparedness
authorities include how they will accommodate house-
holds with pets or service animals when presenting these
plans to the FEMA. This bi-partisan legislation is neces-
sary because Hurricane Katrina has clearly shown that
when given a choice between their own personal safety or
abandoning their household pets, a significant number of
people will choose to risk their lives in order to remain
with their pets. It is now clear that we must require these
jurisdictions to have plans in effect to deal with their pet-
owning populations as a matter of public safety.

This new law, in the wake of Katrina, requires all
cities and states to prepare for rescuing pets along with
their owners IF they want to get any FEMA money.  I do
not know right now whether Wichita or Sedgwick County
has this in place yet.

"The impact and value of this legislation was
apparent during the recent evacuations prompted by
Hurricane Gustav. Citizens unable to provide independent
transportation were able to bring their pets to staging
areas for evacuation. Cats, dogs, rabbits, and other small
pets were issued bar coded bands that matched those their
owners were provided.  They were then loaded into pet
carriers and transported in air conditioned tractor trailers
to pre-designated shelters."

~Lori

Porch Lights 
The best crime deterrent we have at night is

LIGHTING.  I drove past the north side of the
Merriweather apartments and found them completely
dark.  Anyone could have been doing anything over
there!  I have driven down blocks in Uptown where there
are not enough street lights and the porch lights are off
and it looks like a deserted street! The perfect 
environment for crime.

Please turn your porch lights on as soon as it
starts getting dark.  If you can’t remember to do it then
just leave your light on all the time.  With the new CFL
lightbulbs it won’t cost but a few pennies to do this for
the entire day!

Let’s be safe rather than sorry, people!

College Hill United Methodist Church, 2930 E. 1st,
will again be serving a free meal to residents of the
Uptown Neighborhood from  5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 12.

Enter the church from the parking lot, through the
doors marked Office.  Walk straight ahead, turn right, and
go down the hall to Fellowship Hall.

What’s the catch?  There is none.  Honest.  What will
we do?  We’ll greet you at the door, maybe ask your
name.   There’s nothing to fill out, we won’t try and con-
vert you.  We might invite you to church.  If you want to
attend, fine.  If not, that’s fine too.   The Agape Sunday
School class is providing the meal as a service project.  

We hope to see you there!
Contact Kathy Souter 744-3255

Grizzly Wants Your Feedback
By Ray “Grizzly” Racobs

I’m working on a future column (entitled “I hate
it when … ) for the Kansas Senior Times. The subject is
along the line of things that people do that tic you off. If
you are one of those who prefer to think in a positive way,
it can be put differently. For example, you might say, “I
don’t like the way people abandon shopping carts out in
a store’s parking lot” or “I like to see people that take the
time to properly return their shopping cart to its 
designated collection point”.

There’s no big hurry, so think it over for a break
from raking those leaves (yeah, right) or take notes as you
go about your daily routine and send a list of gripes (or
positives) to me. The topics are almost unlimited, so tell
me about the guy or gal who cut you off on Kellogg or
the so-and-so who let their dog litter your yard with you
know what. 

Snail mail me - Ray Racobs, 401 N. Lorraine,
Wichita 67214 or drop me a note in the “UPTOWN
COMMENTS” box I’ve set up across the canal from the
neighborhood park.

Did You Know?
One of the Pay Day Loan places that used to be

across Central from us has moved into Uptown.  They
were in the old Cummings Pharmacy building and are
now renting the house at 2nd and Hillside .  Please help
those of us who live nearby to keep an eye on this 
business.  They are busiest at about 5 to 6 pm most days.
They opened the end of September in their new digs.  The
people that work there are very nice and consider this to
be a ONE TIME ONLY service, not designed for people
who need to borrow every week to make ends meet.

If you find that you may need to take out a Pay
Day Loan or a Title Loan on your car, call one of the
Uptown officers to see if we can help you. 



Wednesday, Sep 24, 2008 / The Wichita Eagle
Expert: We must act fast on warming
BY DAVID KLEPPER

TOPEKA - NASA's top climatologist came to Kansas
Tuesday with dire warnings: If humans don't get serious
about climate change soon, it'll be too late to do anything
about it.

Droughts, melting ice caps and glaciers, rising
sea levels and mass extinctions will all be a reality unless
the U.S. and the world cut back on carbon emissions 
dramatically, said James Hansen, director of NASA's
Goddard Institute of Space Studies and the keynote
speaker at the annual two-day Kansas Wind and
Renewable Energy Conference.

"We do have a planetary emergency, but it is 
difficult because you don't see that much happening,"
Hansen told the crowd of energy professionals, 
environmentalists and government officials.".. If we don't
bring this under control, we're going to destroy creation."

A day earlier at another conference center across
town, a climatologist brought to Kansas by the state
Chamber of Commerce had a very different view.
"There's probably a natural reason for global warming,"
said Roy Spencer, a University of Alabama-Huntsville
climatologist who wrote the book "Climate Confusion."
".. We will look back on it as a gigantic false alarm."

The majority of scientists side with Hansen, and
believe that human actions are responsible for increases
in atmospheric carbon and its effect on the Earth's 
climate. Those in industries that ignore the facts for their
own self-interest, he said, "are guilty of crimes against
humanity and nature."

Lt. Gov. Mark Parkinson, who asked Hansen to
come to Kansas , said there is no debate over climate
change, just doubt manufactured by politicians and 
businesses wedded to the status quo.  "It reminds me very
much of the 1960s with tobacco smoking and lung 
cancer," he said. "There were scientists encouraged by the
tobacco industry who said there was no connection. Not
only did it confuse people, it actually killed people who
kept smoking."

But Spencer said there is scientific reason to
doubt the majority of his colleagues. He said scientists
ignore earlier climatic changes that had nothing to do
with humans, and fail to understand how cloud cover and
other factors regulate the atmosphere.  "The Earth isn't
that sensitive to how much CO2 we put into the 
atmosphere," he said. "I think we need to consider the
possibility that more carbon dioxide is better than less."

One area that both sides agree on? The media are
to blame for the public's confusion on the issue. But -- big
surprise -- they disagree as to how and why.  "The press
makes money by selling papers," said Rep. Forrest Knox,
R-Altoona, who attended both speeches and says he has
doubts about dire climate change forecasts. "Disaster
sells."

But Parkinson said the media try too hard to tell
both sides of the story, even if the two sides aren't equal.

"There's a natural tendency to give both sides," he said.
"But there gets to a point where the evidence is too 
overwhelming."
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Commonly Requested Numbers
Officer John Ryan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 807-6183

jtryan@wichita.gov
City Council Member Lavonta Williams  . .268-4331

lkwilliams@wichita.gov
Karen Hamlin, OCI Representative  . . . . . .312-5998
Lies Trash Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 522-1699
Dillons Grocery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 681-6830

Neighborhood Action Line
For any neighborhood problem  . . . . . . . . . 529-9999

Accident Reports 
Within 48 hours  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 268-4131
Over 48 hours  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 268-4261

Animal Control . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 268-8378
Auto Tags/Title  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 660-9110
Birth Certificates  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (913) 296-1414
Bus Information  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 265-7221
City Council/Mayor's Office  . . . . . . . . . . . 268-4331
County Information  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 660-9000
Driver's License  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 821-9920
Election Commissioner  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 660-7100
Employment Hotline  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 268-4537
Garage Sales (license)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 268-4553
Graffiti on private property  . . . . . . . . . . . . 268-4481 
Graffiti on public property  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 268-4035
Office of Central Inspection/Health Dept./

Weed mowing-Private Property  . . . . . . . 268-4481
Potholes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 268-4060
Property Taxes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 660-9110
Real Estate Ownership  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 660-9200
Small Claims  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 660-5790
Street Lights Out of Order  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 383-8600
Street Maintenance (24 hours)  . . . . . . . . . . 268-4071
Traffic Fines  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 268-4611
Voter Registration  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 660-7100
Zoo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 660-9453

Weed Mowing:
Public property  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 337-9225
Weed Mowing (additional number)  . . . . . . . 268-4463

Commonly Requested Websites:
City of Wichita  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.wichita.gov
Sedgwick County  . . . . . . . www.sedgwickcounty.org
Chamber of Commerce  . . . . www.wichitakansas.org
Convention & Visitors Bureau - www.wichita-cvb.org

To advertise in the Uptown Newsletter

Call:  Midwest Printing - 262-7347

midwestprint0809@sbcglobal.net
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Uptown Daughter Goes to Europe
(Hopefully!)

Jasmine Davis, daughter of James Davis and Lori
Lawrence, is hoping to travel to Europe next summer as
part of the People to People program.  This program was
founded by President Eisenhower back in the 50s and has
had a president as honorary chairman for almost all of the
years after that.  The current chair is President Bush.

This program will be offered to 40 students in the
Wichita area and it will include air fare, meals and 
lodging for the duration of their 20 day trip.  Because the
President of the United States is involved with this 
program, the kids get to visit locations that the rest of the
tourists do not have access too.  This is a very exciting
opportunity for Jasmine and she is working hard to make
it happen.

Jasmine has been an ardent volunteer in Uptown.
She helps at Clean-Ups, Easter, Halloween, Park Clean-
Ups and other events.  You have seen her name in the
newsletter many times.  Jasmine is also a student at East
High and has an almost 4.0 grade point average in all her
classes including the Honors classes she attends.  She is
also very involved with community service as part of her
Reserve Officers Training Corps classes at East.  

The biggest issue for Jasmine now is the cost of
the trip.  Her father started her off by giving her the 
initial $400 to get into the program.  Now she has to come
up with the rest of the cost.  She still owes $6,344!
Jasmine is very busy with fund raising but that is a lot of
money to raise in less than a year.  If any of our neighbors
in Uptown would like to help, please send or drop off any
donations to Jasmine Davis, 321 N. Lorraine 67214.  

Thanks, Uptown neighbors, in advance for your
assistance.

News from DAB 1

Report all child abuse!  The cases we have seen
in Wichita of children being murdered were all a result of
abuse that should have been reported long before it led to
their deaths.  Do NOT let child abuse go unreported!

Again, police officers warned us to KEEP OUR
PORCH LIGHTS ON.  This is one way to reduce crime
in Uptown and at your house.  

District One crime down!  Gang crime is down,
homicide is down 29%, forcible rape up 22% (85% of
these are acquaintance rape, not strangers, 250 total in the
city), 2% less robberies.  In 2007 there were a total of
1125 car accidents in Wichita .  This year so far (as of
Sept 24) there have been 852 so that number is going up.
In district 1 there are 13% fewer police cases overall than
last year.

ALWAYS REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY!
The police can’t find them if you don’t call.  Anyone that

is acting strangely or doing something weird needs to be
reported.  Don’t feel that just because you don’t SEE
them breaking the law you shouldn’t call.  You don’t
know what happened at your neighbor’s house or a block
away.  Better safe than sorry!

Another reminder, if you notice anything missing
from your property, REPORT IT!  Don’t think, that’s just
life nowadays, it ISN’T!  Even though your theft doesn’t
seem very big, your neighbor’s might be.  All reports are
put together by the police to show a pattern. Many times
this pattern will lead the police right to the thief.  Do not
ignore it, call 911 and make a report immediately after
you realize it is gone.

DID YOU KNOW?

This is a frightening statistic:  Boys that grow up
in violent homes are 1000 times more likely to become
abusers!  Unless you want to pass this on to your 
children, if you are in an abusive relationship, GET OUT
NOW!  There are places you can call.  The first one is the
YWCA Women’s Crisis Center at 267-SAFE (7233).  

You can also call the Catholic Charities Harbor
House at 263-6000 or the Kansas Crisis Hotline at 
1-888-ENDABUSE or the national hotline at 
1-800-799-SAFE.

NEW BUSINESS IN UPTOWN

Dr. Jeff Howell has opened Howell Family
Chiropractic at 241 N. Hillside on Monday, October 20th.
He called me after getting the last couple of newsletters.
He loves this area and all the beautiful homes.  He is 
single but has a girlfriend and also has a cat.  I asked him
about doing any veterinary chiropractic and he said he
only did it on his own cat but wasn’t going to take on any
other patients.  Darn!

Jeff is a native of Hutchinson , went to WSU and
then moved to St. Louis to study chiropractic.  After he
got his degree he moved to Arizona for a year then came
back this way to set up shop.  His first office was and is
in Douglass , Kansas .  He has now opened an office just
for us in Uptown!  He has experience working on every-
one in the family, from Senior Citizens to newborns.  He
even does chiropractic on pregnant women!  

If you have been looking for a chiropractor that is
closer to home, the Howell office may be perfect for you.
His hours at the beginning will be:  M/W/F 9-1 and 3-6,
on Tues/Th he will be here only in the afternoons from 
3-6.  He is still helping manage the other office in
Douglass so has to spend some time there too.  He said he
might plan to open on Saturday morning if needed later.

Please welcome Dr. Howell to Uptown.  His
office number is 425-0486.
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Registered Offenders
Each month we will run the most current list of

offenders to be found in Uptown.  This includes people
who have committed a variety of crimes, not only sex
offenders.  This is no guarantee that someone has not
moved in since the newsletter went to print or moved out.
If you want to check for offenders, look at:
h t tps : / /www.accesskansas .o rg / ss rv- reg i s te red-
offender/zip.do

We will include pictures of any new offenders that
move into Uptown.  Also check to see if the one who was
there last month is still on the list the following month.

From the KBI website:  “Any person who uses
information obtained through this website to threaten,
intimidate or harass another, or who otherwise misuses
the information may be subject to criminal prosecution
and/or civil liability.”  This is true of any person, ex-
offender or not.

CORDER, KENNETH LESLIE, 
SEX OFFENDER, 
317 N ESTELLE, 
White Male, Date of Birth: 10/23/1972 .  
Registered Since: 9/4/2001, 
Offense: AGG IND SOLICITATION OF CHILD;
<14 TO COMMIT/SUBMIT TO SEX ACT

JOHNSON, CHRIS, SEX OFFENDER,
327 N ESTELLE, 
Indian Male, Date of Birth: 9/7/1966.  
Registered Since: 4/15/2008, 
Offense: RAPE; VICTIM OVERCOME
BY FORCE OR FEAR and AGGRAVAT-
ED CRIMINAL SODOMY; SODOMY
W/PERSON WHO CAN'T OR DOESN'T

CONSENT

MYERS, MATTHEW COREY, 
SEX OFFENDER, 
433 N CHATAUQUA.  
White Male, Date of Birth: 8/28/1985. 
Registered Since: 6/15/2005. 
Offense: AGGRAVATED INDECENT LIBERTIES
W/CHILD

PICKETT, RICHARD EUGENE, 
SEX OFFENDER, 151 N POPLAR, 
White Male, Date of Birth: 11/16/1953. 
Registered Since: 9/4/2003.  
Offense: SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF A CHILD

POST, MITCHELL NEAL, 
SEX OFFENDER, 
428 N CHAUTAUQUA, 
White Male, Date of Birth: 3/31/1958. 
Registered Since: 9/12/2001.  
Offense: AGGRAVATED INDECENT SOLICITA-
TION OF A CHILD

VASQUEZ, JOHN MICHAEL, 
SEX OFFENDER, 
433 N CHAUTAUQUA
White Male, Date of Birth: 4/10/1978, 
Registered Since: 7/13/2007.  
Offense: AGGRAVATED INDECENT
SOLICITATION OF A CHILD and AGGRAVAT-
ED INDECENT LIBERTIES W/CHILD

YOKOM, ANDREW RONALD, 
SEX OFFENDER, 
110 N ESTELLE ST NO 105, 
White Male, Date of Birth: 12/6/1970.  
Registered Since: 10/13/2006
Offense: AGGRAVATED INDECENT LIBERTIES
W/CHILD; >14<16; FONDLING/TOUCHING

ZAPIEN-GUZMAN, ADRIAN GABRIEL, 
SEX OFFENDER, 
2523 E 2ND.  
White Male, Date of Birth: 7/21/1988 
Registered Since: 5/9/2008.  
Offense: AGGRAVATED INDECENT LIBERTIES
W/CHILD; >14<16; INTERCOURSE 

Title Loans

I called Loan Max in Wichita to see what the
charges would be if I borrowed money.

They charge $22.50 “interest” on every $100
you borrow.  When I asked about a loan of $2000 I was
told the monthly payment would be $450!!  And if I paid
that I would still owe them $2000.  Anything over that
$450 would go toward paying off the loan.  If you 
borrowed only $200, you would owe them $245 in order
to pay them off.  They know that most people will not
have that extra to pay them so they will just accept $45
from you for weeks on end and maybe FOREVER!  At
the end of 5 payments, you will have paid them back
more than the amount of the loan and you will STILL
OWE THEM $200!

This used to be called “Loan Sharking” and it
has been illegal until NOW.

When people take out these loans, they lose all
hope of ever repaying them.  The Title Loan companies
are making a killing off of the hard working people in
Uptown.  Your neighbors are taking out these loans
whether you see it or not.  This does not only affect poor
people and people of color, this affects people in every
social and economic class and people of every race and
ethnicity.

People have forgotten how to live within their
means and are going to these places believing it will be
temporary and then find out how difficult it is to escape
this trap.

NEW 
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How Long does it Take for an OCI Case 
to be Resolved? 

The flow of a case depends on the type of case.
On a housing case, unless there are life safety issues 
present, the original notice is an advisory one, which
gives the owner 60 days initially to comply.  If no work,
or little work is done by the compliance date, then a
notice of violation (which is the official order to make the
repairs) is issued, giving an additional 30 days to comply.  

What happens next depends upon whether the
owner has made reasonable progress, or has contacted the
inspector to request more time, or has ignored the notice.
If the latter is true, and the owner lives locally, then a 
uniform criminal complaint is likely to be issued.  Once
the case goes to court, we are the complaining witness,
and the judge decides the progress of the case.  If the
owner is out of the area, that makes things more difficult. 

Condemnation cases take an average of about 8
months to complete, from the time we order title work, to
the actual demolition.  Individual cases can take up to a
year, or more.   

On a nuisance case - junk, debris, bulky waste - a
notice of violation is issued giving no more than 30 days
to comply.  If nothing is done, it will either become a
court case (if the property is fenced, or if we are ordered
off the property) or it will go to abatement and we'll have
our abatement contractor clean up the debris.

On a weed mowing case, we issue a 2 week 
violation notice.  If it is not mowed in 2 weeks, and the
property is not enclosed by a fence, we send it over to our
mowing contractor to mow.

The inspectors do have the flexibility to work
with people who are trying to comply.  We have many
people who ignore our notices, and so it can look like
nothing is happening.  It can sometimes take a long time
to gain compliance.  I expect with the foreclosure crisis
that things will get much worse.

If people have questions about whether we have
a case, they can go to the City's website:
www.wichita.gov, under City E-Services, click on 
e-permits, then on the Public Access link.  They can then
search by address for cases.  That will bring up all cases
or permits for a particular address.  For a housing or 
zoning case, they will be looking for a COM case.  For a
nuisance case, they will be looking for an NNE case, for
a condemnation case they will be looking for a DNB case
and for a weeds case they will be looking for a TGW
case.

The amount of information they can see depends
on the status of the case.  Some information is not a 
matter of public record, until the case is in violation 
status.  The status of the case is shown. 

Family Dinners Makes a Difference
Tuesday, November 4th at 6pm

The facts are on the table: eating dinner together
every night keeps the doors of communication open. It’s
the perfect time and place to reconnect and to show your
kids that they are your priority.  Come learn to make an
easy one pot meal that can feed a family of four 
economically and get some facts to help encourage your
family.   We will have lots of door prizes and one lucky
family will receive the ingredients to make this dish for
their family.  Call 303-8017 by October 31st to reserve
your space at the family table. 

We are Family
Monday, November 17th at 6:30pm

Come and enjoy the laughter as we explore 
family relationships that can “crack” us up or make us
cry.  We will be sharing effective relationship building
tips that can help you “Take Back Your Family”.  Call 
303-8017 by November 12th to reserve your place at this
laugh fest.

Sharing Family Memories
Wednesday, November 19th 6:30pm

What family relationships, lessons, traditions
make you who you are today?  We will hear from some
noted leaders in our community concerning the impor-
tance of family in the preservation of values, traditions
and the future of our community.  Call 303-8017 to
reserve you seat. 
Patricia Houston
Community Education Coordinator - Northeast
City of Wichita
316.303.8017

Oh, Say Can You Hear?

1.  I-135 it seems to depend on where you are in the
neighborhood.  I can hear it all the time at my house now
but I couldn't hear it when I live further west in Uptown.

2.  The lonely train whistle, especially at night.  It brings
back great memories of visiting my grandfather's farm
and hearing the train at night.

3.  The church chimes.  If you don't live close enough or
the wind is going the wrong way you may not realize that
those chimes at College Hill Methodist go off every half-
hour.  At different times they also play several songs that
last a few minutes.

4.  The chug-chug of the trains going over the tracks
downtown, especially at night when it's quieter.

(Continued on page 10)
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I Walk My Dog In This Neighborhood

Hi, my name is Cathie and I walk my dog in this
neighborhood. On any given day, you might see me any-
where from Douglas to 3rd Street , from Poplar to
Chautauqua.  When I'm well enough, you'll see us in the
park by day, maybe over at the high school by night.

I walk in this neighborhood for several reasons.
The dog and I both need physical exercise, and walking
is what my body tolerates.  You will never see me, 
n-e-v-e-r, without bags in my pocket to pick up after
Lady.  I do not ever leave her waste to draw flies on
someone's property.  You won't see Stormy without bags
for Lady, either.  Walking a dog inevitably entails waste-
-that's how a dog's body operates--but we walk this
neighborhood for exercise and for pleasure.

Another reason I walk in this neighborhood is
that I adore these houses.  The architecture is so 
wonderful!  I'm from Phoenix where the houses are most-
ly fake-Mission-style and nearly all less than fifty years
old. Hundred-year-old houses fascinate me! I love 
looking at the porches, the gables, the bay windows, the
rooflines, the pillars, the old windows, the front doors---
everything about these houses enchants me.

Another reason?  The gardens and the trees!  I've
never seen some of these trees before, and there are many
garden plants that leave me scratching my head, wonder-
ing just what they are.  Sometimes I bring my camera,
and then look at the pics at home while I surf through the
internet trying to identify them.  For instance, those
"heart-pod" trees are actually Goldenrain trees, and those
wonderful brightly flaming orange-red flowers with the
heart-shaped leaves decorating someone's fence?
"Redstar," a red morning glory! I never knew there was
such a thing as red morning glories, and I'd certainly
never walked beneath a canopy of dangling hearts before.
(Don't confuse the Redstar draped over a fence with the
Cardinal Climber I saw decorating a pretty little arch, by
the way; Cardinal Climber is lipstick red and has very
fringy, fern-type leaves.)

I walk my dog in this neighborhood to see what
birds I can spy out.  Cardinals, blue jays, starlings, 
sparrows, woodpeckers... or hawks.  Did you know there
are four Cooper's hawks living here?  They swoop and
soar across the sky in our neighborhood, and here is a
sight I had never imagined I would see; hunting hawks
act like the border collies of the sky, herding their flocks
of pigeons and blackbirds before them!

I also walk my dog in this neighborhood to say
hello to the people I've met, some of whom I've only seen
once or twice, and some of whom are becoming fast
friends.

But the main reason I walk my dog in this 
neighborhood?  To keep it safe.  You might not think that
walking a twenty pound dog does much for that, 
especially if she happens to have charmed you into 
thinking she's sweet...and you'd be right.  It isn't the 

presence of the dog that keeps us safe; it's the regular
presence of a neighbor out walking the sidewalks, paying
attention to what she sees and to who belongs where.

Did you notice the explosion of tagging in the
neighborhood the first weekend in October?  One 
neighbor walking the neighborhood is clearly not enough
to keep us safe.  Come out!  Walk your dog!  Don't have
a dog?  Put your baby in the stroller, walk your baby.
Grab your sweetheart, recreate you honeymoon.  Grab
your camera, take pictures of flowers and trees and 
gorgeous Fall leaves.  Grab your binoculars, search out
the sky hunters.  If we all find a reason--any reason—to
walk in our neighborhood, even if we only walk down
our own street and back, then we'll all live in a safer
neighborhood.

Hope to say hello to you soon,
Cathie Rayes

Uptown Mailman

If you haven't seen your
Uptown neighborhood mail carrier,
Jon Davis lately it's because he 
suffered a stroke in the middle of October.  After several
days in intensive care, he is back home at 
121 S. Volutsia, 67211 but will require considerable time
to recover.  

Send off a "get well" card, or better yet a "care"
package of foodstuffs to get him back on his feet!
Paul Oberg

PRAIRIE LAND FOOD

How would you like to have the chance to win a
"FREE" Prairie Pak for the months of January, February
and March? 

Prairie Land Food is giving you that chance.
Each month that you participate during the Holidays
(Oct. Nov. & Dec.) your name will be entered in the
Grand Prize drawing.   That's right, participate, stretch
your food dollar and have a chance to win too!  We 
realize with the price of gas and groceries right now, that
it is really hard to make ends meet.  We would like to help
you and your family save a few extra dollars each month
on your grocery bill so you can help pay bills, fill your
car with gas or start shopping for that special Holiday
Gift.  Visit our web-site www.prairielandfood.com or call
for more information.  PLF can make you a winner.  For
more information please contact Leslie Harvey at 
305-5240. For more information contact June Glasgow
800-998-9436 or june@prairielandfood.com

"A journey of a thousand miles begins with a broken
fan belt or a flat tire."
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WAYS TO SAVE MONEY DAY TO DAY

AT THE GROCERY STORE
♦ Shop store specials from the front page of the ad.
Stock up if it is a good price. 
♦ Use coupons when you can.  They typically come out
in Sundays’ paper. 
♦ Consider store brands when you can’t find an item on
sale.  Many times it’s the same item in the can or box as
name brands. 
♦ Take a calculator and limit spending to a dollar amount
you establish before you go. 
♦ Don’t take children to the store. 
♦ Have a “cheap night” dinner.  Use low cost foods once
a week to save money.  Consider not using a meat dish
once a week in your meal to save money. 
♦ Utilize local food programs such as: Angel Food or
Prairie Land Foods (editor’s note:  Call Leslie Harvey,
305-5240 for more information). 
♦ Shop at the dollar stores, they can have great prices on
food.

AT A RESTAURANT
♦ Drink water instead of a soda or tea. 
♦ Use the Entertainment book or use other coupon
sources from the paper or telephone book.  You can save
up to 50% on meal costs. 
♦ If you have kids, let them share meals with you or each
other. 
♦ Try Papa Murphy’s or Sam’s Club “bake your own”
pizzas.  They cost about half the price from pizza restau-
rant pizzas. 

ON VEHICLES
♦ Figure out how much of a vehicle you can afford. A

maximum of 20% of your net income for payment, insur-
ance, taxes, gasoline, and maintenance is what we sug-
gest. 
♦ Don’t buy a new vehicle.  Try to buy a used car with
36,000 miles or less. 
♦ Research the vehicle history in Consumer Reports to
check for problems, especially look at the engine and
transmission history of the make and model. 
♦ Find a mechanic you can trust, look for one that does
not work on commission. 
♦ Check resale value of a vehicle before you buy. 
♦ Don’t buy an extended warranty. 
♦ Buy your vehicle at the end of the month; you can
make a better deal. 
♦ Buy a CARFAX Report on your vehicle – you will
need the VIN number. 

AT THE GAS PUMP
♦ Keep your engine tuned up, change the oil every 3,000
to 5,000 miles and keep your tires inflated to the proper
pressure. 
♦ Use the lowest octane required (check your owners

manual) to run your car.  
♦ Gasoline typically goes up on Tuesday or Wednesday.
Try to fill up on Monday night. 
♦ Consider shopping at Dillon’s/Kwik Shop gas pumps.
It is 10 cents / gallon cheaper with their loyalty card. 
♦ Don’t warm up your car by idling, engines warm up
faster by driving. 
♦ Take extra weight out of the car, the heavier the car, the
lower the gas mileage. 
♦ Use Gasbuddy.com – It lists the best gasoline prices in
your area. 

WHEN BUYING CLOTHING
♦ Shop at the end of the season and buy closeouts.
Selection will be less, but savings up to 75%. 
♦ Consider shopping at Goodwill, DAV and garage sales. 

ON ELECTRICITY AND GAS
♦ Buy a programmable thermostat. 
♦ Change furnace filters every month. 
♦ Switch to compact fluorescent bulbs. 
♦ Wrap your water heater in an insulating blanket found
at a hardware store. 
♦ Turn down the thermostat on your water heater and
flush it out yearly to make it more efficient. 
♦ Wash clothes on cold wash with cold rinse.  Line dry
your clothing instead of using a dryer. 
♦ Consider a level-pay plan, it is easier to budget. 

ON CELL PHONES
♦ Consider a pre-paid plan-especially with children.  
♦ Stick to a dollar amount you establish for spending,
including text messaging 
♦ Drop the cell phone and use a land line, it may be 
significantly cheaper 
♦ Get rid of the cell phone if you cannot afford 2 lines

ON CAR INSURANCE
♦ Comparison shop your rates to at least five companies 

Improve your credit score.  Insurance rates are based off
of it 
♦ Bundle your homeowner’s  and your car insurance 
policy with the same company 
♦ Try to pay the premium every six months instead of
monthly 
♦ Before you buy your next car, research the insurance
costs, it may be too high 

Before you buy something, ask yourself these questions:

♦ Will this purchase help me reach my financial goals?
♦ Do I really need this item of just want it?
♦ Would I come back tomorrow to buy this?
♦ Can I really afford it?
♦ Would I buy it if I had to pay cash for it?
♦ If I buy it on my credit card, can I pay it off this month?

-from Consumer Credit Counseling Service



Here’s another Banking Option

Southwest National Bank has a program that
allows people to re-establish a checking account.  It was
Southwest National owner Jerry Blue's idea to start the
program.  Too often, she said, people would come into the
bank to open a checking account but be turned away
because they had a history of overdrawing a checking
account at another bank.  "They'd walk out the door, and
we'd never see them again," she said.

Southwest requires three things for customers to
qualify for second-chance checking: $100 to open the
account, a consistent source of income and direct deposit.
It's not clear how many banks locally or in the state offer
similar programs.  Nationally, the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corp. is encouraging banks to do it, said
spokesman David Barr. But unlike a separate program to
provide low-interest, small-dollar loans to consumers
instead of payday loans, Barr said the FDIC does not
offer "favorable consideration" to banks when they are
examined.

Barr said that of the 28 million Americans who
do not use the banking system, probably half of them at
one time had a checking account but lost those privileges
because of overdrafts.  Southwest’s philosophy is that it's
providing a "needed service" and that it has an obligation
to do that. 

Oh, Say Can You Hear?
(Continued from page 7)

5.  The helicopter bringing patients to Wesley hospital.
You may not know but we used to be able to actually SEE
them landing on the roof if you stand on the top of the
play equipment in the park!  It may be that they trees have
grown enough you can't see it anymore.  Someone please
let me know.

6.  Opossums and raccoons crunching through the leaves
this time of year looking for food.  If you keep your trash
can closed they can't get into it.

7.  Lots and lots of birds calling until sunset each day,
especially if you are watering.

8.  Barking...barking....barking....if you don't hear it you
are very lucky.  Some of us listen to it all day and all night
too!  Please don't leave your dogs outdoors to bark. If
they start being noisy, BRING THEM INSIDE!

9.  Children playing.  We are so lucky to live in Uptown!
Our kids can walk only 3 blocks or less to a free, safe
AND FUN place to play, not many neighborhoods have
this luxury! (I'm talking about the 3rd Street canal when
it is NOT raining or Chautauqua Park .)

10. What do YOU hear? ~Lori

Health Summit looks at city design, 
physical activity
BY BECCY TANNER/The Wichita Eagle  Tuesday, Oct 7, 2008

The Kansas Health Summit has brought together more
than 300 people from across the state to focus on what can
be done to improve each Kansan's quality of life through
physical activity.  The conference at the Hyatt Regency
Wichita, looks at how cities can encourage physical activ-
ity by the way they are designed. An increase in walking
trails, bike paths and improved mass transit systems, for
example, can make it easier for people to leave their cars
in driveways, boost downtowns and help the environment.
"We have park and trail managers, community health peo-

ple, landscape architects and city planners at this confer-
ence," said Sid Stevenson, an associate professor of recre-
ation and park management at Kansas State University ,
who helped coordinate this year's event.  "The one thing
that we all have in common is improved physical health."
The changes are needed because of the rising rate of obe-

sity, conference presenters said.   More than 365,000
Americans are expected to die prematurely this year due to
poor nutrition and not enough physical activity, said Mark
Fenton, one of the summit's keynote speakers. Fenton is a
public health and transportation consultant from
Massachusetts and a contributing editor for Health
Magazine.

The increasing number of overweight adults contributes
to rising health care costs, he said. It also affects their chil-
dren.  Fenton asked the conference attendees -- state and
local health department officials, parks and recreation
workers, landscape engineers and economic development
leaders -- to recall their earliest childhood memories
involving physical activity.  Some spoke of playing foot-
ball, playing "Rawhide" after the 1960s-era TV show, ski-
ing or horseback riding.

Those are all "free-range" activities, he said. Children
were able to go play with friends, explore local creeks or
ride their bikes through neighborhoods.  But in recent
years, fewer children have been involved in those types of
activities -- they might, instead, be driven to soccer games,
play video games or watch television.

As outdoor playtime for children has decreased in recent
decades, the rate of childhood obesity has increased.  "The
ones most vulnerable are our children," Fenton said.
"Children today will have shorter life expectancies than
their parents."

Local officials say they hope the summit will bring
lifestyle changes for most area residents -- perhaps through
policy changes to create increased trails and better transit
systems.  "I'm hoping I can use this summit as a platform
to educate other commissioners and the community of the
dangers of sedentary lifestyles," said Sedgwick County
Commissioner Tim Norton, who attended sessions
Monday morning.

This is the second year Kansas has held the conference.
Last year's event resulted in a state trail plan, which can be
found online by searching for " Kansas rec finder." The
sites list 700 trails in Kansas covering more than 2,000
miles.  "Most people don't realize there are that many
trails in Kansas ," Stevenson said.
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